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Message Text 


INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 /026 W 

004497 271531Z/43 

R 271240Z MAR 78 

FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1533 

INFO SECDEF WASHDC//ASD ISA/DSAA// 

CHUSMTM DHAHRAN//J 3// 

USMTM RIYADH 


UNCLAS JIDDA 2328 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MASS, SA 

SUB J : REQUEST FOR LOA: SEARCH AND RESCUE FIELD TEAM 
REF: USMTM 1 1 1 131Z FEB 78 


1 . ROYAL SAUDI AIR FORCE (RSAF) HAS REQUESTED LOA FOR A 
TECHNICAL AIR FORCE FIELD TEAM (TAFT) TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE 
TO THE SAUDI AIR FORCE IN ESTABLISHING SEARCH AND RESCUE 
AND LOCAL BASE RESCUE CAPABILITIES. IN ADDITION THE TEAM 
WILL HAVE THE MISSION OF IMPROVING THE TECHNICAL COMPETENCE 
AND EFFECTIVENESS OF RSAF HELICOPTER MAINTENANCE AND SUPPLY 
SUPPORT. 


2. ALTHOUGH RSAF HAS NECESSARY EQUIPMENT FOR SEARCH AND 
RESCUE. RSAF STILL REQUIRES ASSISTANCE IN TRAINING ITS 
PERSONNEL IN THESE OPERATIONS. TRAINING TEAM WILL CONSIST 
OF SIX OR SEVEN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE PERSONNEL. 


3. IN ADDITION TO IMPROVING THE RSAF'S ABILITY TO 
RESCUE AIRCREW MEMBERS, ASSISTANCE OF THIS TEM WILL 
IMPROVE RSAF'S ABILITY TO UNDERTAKE HUMANITARIAN AND 
DISASTER RELIEF OPERATIONS. 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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4. EMBASSY CONCURS WITH REFTEL AND RECOMMENDS APPROVAL 
OF LOA. 

WILEY 
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